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destruction of Europe. It can thus be said, without qualifica-
tion, that if we attempt the path of appeasement and acquiesce
in the extension of the cold war, a shooting war cannot be
avoided. The survival of Western Europe and the security of
the English-speaking peoples all over the world depend on
holding the Russian cold war offensive north of the Danube
and east of the Rhine.

The basis of resistance to the cold war must first of all be
moral and religious. Western Europe has to recover her belief
in her destiny and her belief in the viability of free institutions
before she will defend them, and this belief derives from and
can only be energized by a renewal of faith in the supernatural
nature and destiny of man. But faith without works is vain,
we have been truly informed. Those fighting the political
battle for freedom must know that they have behind them not
only the sympathy but the armed diplomacy of the rest of the
free world, and the arms must be suited to the tactical require-
ments. You cannot avert a gangsters' coup in a great industrial
city by dropping bombs and killing off the people you wish
to save.

It is probable that the moral and political regeneration of
Western Europe and the first steps towards a working political
association of its component nation-states will far precede
economic recovery. This will be the danger, period, before any
effective balance of real power has been restored. It will be
during this danger period that the cold war will be pressed
forward at every available opportunity. The day before yester-
day it was France; yesterday it was Italy; to-morrow it may
be France again. Western Europe must be armed to fight the
cold war with cold war weapons* The shooting war is not
merely a desperate and costly remedy: it is no remedy at all.
The atom bomb may save Europe from a fate worse than death,
but it cannot save Europe from death. It is fortunately very
possible that the prompt organization of an effective defence
system for Western Europe may itself be sufficient to arrest the
cold war, but the operative word is 'effective/ The bomber
is not an effective weapon against the secret police and the
cloak-and-dagger war. The only effective defence is the
presence of an adequate number of fully trained and fully